
Homeschool Day
Tuesday, April 23, 2013

These hands-on programs involve pre-registration due to limited room capacity and take place in the Education 
Lab or Classroom, found on Level 3, next to the Naturalist Center.  There is a limit of one program per child. 

Registration is subject to availability. Any associated fees are per participant and due upon registration. Registration for 
these programs will only be taken over the phone beginning at 8 am on Monday, March 25th.

Reserved Programs

Microscopes!
10:20 am – 11:20 am
Education Lab

Discover two key tools of science: the compound and stereo 
microscopes. Practice using both of these tools by investigating 
different insect specimens, while drawing and recording 
observations. By the end of the lesson, each participant 
has played the role of a researcher in the field: effectively 
communicating careful observations to others.

For ages 8-11. $7.95/person.

Rainforest Pollinators
1:00 pm – 2:00 pm
Classroom

Discover how plants and animals rely on each other in the 
rainforest.  Explore specimens of rainforest plants and animals 
and learn how plants need pollinators to help them reproduce.     

For ages 8-11. $7.95/person.

Play a Role in Research
2:00 pm – 2:45 pm
Education Lab

Participate in real research projects by helping scientists collect 
data.  Discover a wide variety of projects where you can learn 
observation and data collection skills while contributing to 
authentic science research.  In this session, you will practice 
some of the methods used to collect data and take away 
resources to participate in these projects at home.    

For ages 12+.  $5.95/person.

Coral Polyp Party
10:40 am – 11:40 am
Classroom

Is coral a plant or an animal? By building a coral polyp out of 
edible materials straight from the kitchen cupboard, students 
will learn the basic body parts of this marine organism, as well as 
better remember how it survives in the ocean.  Everyone will have 
the opportunity to investigate real coral skeletons from diverse 
species. Adult participation is highly encouraged.*

For ages 5-7. $7.95/person.

Insects Close-up
11:45 am – 12:45 pm
Education Lab

What does an insect really look like?  Practice using microscopes 
and hand lenses to discover all the parts of an insect up close.  
Draw and record observations to compare how the same 
structure can look different in different types of insects. Adult 
participation is highly encouraged.*

For ages 5-7. $7.95/person.

Ages 5-7Ages 8-11

Ages 12+

* Adult participation:  We highly encourage parents to attend 
programs for younger learners (children 5-7 years old).  Because 
of the hands-on nature of our programs, it is often difficult for a 
young child to properly manipulate all the materials on their own.  
We find that these students get much more out of the program if 
they are learning with their homeschooling parent.

Learners ages 4 and under:  While we do not offer 
reserved programs for this age group, many of our 
drop-in programs and exhibits are perfect for young 
learners.  See the Event Schedule for more details.

http://www.calacademy.org/teachers/upload/docs/HomeschoolDaySchedule_April2013.pdf


Registration Information for Reserved Programs 
Space in our Reserved Programs is limited and reservations are taken on a 
first-come, first-served basis.  

To register for  Reserved Programs, you must submit your request over 
the phone.

 » This spring we are limiting registration to one program per child.  If 
you have multiple children, they may each register for a program.  

 » These instructor-led classes involve a participation fee to cover 
the cost of materials.  Fees are per participant, whether child or 
adult.  

 » Please adhere to the suggested age range for each class when 
deciding which program to choose for your child.  

 » You must make your entire reservation over the phone by calling the Contact Center at 877.227.3311 
starting March 25, 2013.  Call between 8 am and 5 pm any day of the week.

Frequently Asked Questions about Reserved Programs 
My child is interested in a reserved program, but he/she is outside the listed age range for the program.  
Can I sign him/her up for that program?
We design each program with specific ages in mind, so we ask that you please follow the suggested age 
ranges listed when registering your children.  Also note that reserved programming is designed for students 
ages 5 and older, but there are plenty of learning opportunities throughout the Academy for younger children.

What are the expectations for adult participation?
If you choose to register for a program with your children, we expect you to be an active participant.  You’ll 
get to use all of the materials, too!  Adult attendance is highly encouraged for the Insects Close-up and Coral 
Polyp Party Programs.  For the other programs, you may choose to check your child in for a program and 
return when it ends, instead of participating. 

Where are the Classroom and Education Lab located?  When do we meet?
Line up on the Level 3 balcony next to the Naturalist Center, and don’t forget to bring your ticket as proof of 
registration. Please arrive 10 minutes early for check-in.

Can you accommodate children with special needs? 
The nature of these programs complements a variety of learning styles and abilities. We encourage you to 
indicate any special needs, whether physical or academic, upon registration. Don’t hesitate to indicate how 
best to accommodate the student(s). 

All the programs available are already full.  What should I do to give my child a unique learning 
experience?
Most reserved programs fill up in the first week or two of registration, but there are still many ways at the 
Academy to have a meaningful time learning about science.  See the registration guide for more information. 

For questions related to the specific content of these programs, email us at homeschool@calacademy.org

http://www.calacademy.org/teachers/upload/docs/HomeschoolDayRegistrationGuide_April2013.pdf
mailto:homeschool@calacademy.org

